Background: Eosinophilic inflammation of the small airways is a key process in asthma that
Nitric Oxide Results

212
No significant differences were found in the time trends for FeNO at an expiratory flow rate of 213 50 mL/s among the 3 treatment modalities or within each of the groups (results not shown).
214
The time trends for uncorrected alveolar nitric oxide concentrations were significantly 
Blood Test Results
244
Blood samples were obtained at baseline and at the end of the treatment period to determine only before the inhalation of salbutamol to assess ventilation inhomogeneity by measuring the 568 slope of phase 3 of the nitrogen washout curve.
569
Respiratory impedance was determined using a Jaeger MasterScreen, IOS (Erich Jaeger,
570
Hoechberg Germany), which met standard recommendations e6 . In brief, rectangular mechanical 571 impulses containing a continuous power spectrum ranging from 0 to 100 Hz, generated by a 572 loudspeaker at intervals of 0.2 second, were applied to the respiratory system through a 573 mouthpiece during tidal breathing. The resulting pressure and flow signals were measured next 574 to the mouthpiece and were analyzed for amplitude and phase differences using a fast Fourier 575 transform to determine respiratory resistance (Rrs) and respiratory reactance (Xrs) of the total 576 respiratory system. To reduce loss of energy in the upper airways, the chin and cheeks were 577 supported by the patients' hands. As proxies for peripheral airway function, we used the negative Control status is defined as total when ACT score was equal to 25 points, good when ACT score was 20 642 or higher, no control when ACT score was less than 20. 
